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DISEASE IDENTIFICATION GUIDE

Disease Time of Year Symptoms
it Occurs
Anthracnose Mid-summer, but Appears as irregular patches of brown grass, 2 to 12 inches (5 - 30 cm) in diameter. Brown or
(Colletotrichum | may develop in tan blotches are present on the leaves. Black, spiky fruiting structures (acervuli) occur on dead
graminicola) spring and fall grass blades and are key to identifying disease. Older growth is affected in advance of newly
developed leaves. New growth may remain green.
Brown Patch Summer (warm On high-cut turf, patches may be up to several feet in diameter and circular. In early morning
(Rhizoctonia nights and days, on dew-covered turf, white mycelium of the causal fungus can often be seen on and between
solani) high humidty) grass leaves and stems in the patch. Sometimes, all the grass within the patch is killed, creat-
ing a sunken or “pocket” effect. More often, the turf in these patches is thinned rather than
completely killed. Occasionally, no circular pattern can be seen, and disease appears as a dif-
fuse blight.
Dollar Spot Mid-summer (warm, | Small, circular spots from 1-5 inches in diameter; spots may merge to form large, irregular
(Lanzia spp., humid weather areas; leaves appear watersoaked, then brown, often exhibiting a reddish band across the leaf;
Moellerodiscus periods) fine, white cobwebby threads may be seen in early morning.
spp-¥)
Powdery Mildew | Mid- to late summer, | May appear quite suddenly, usually in shaded areas. Grass blades look as if dusted with flour
(Erysiphe occassionally in the | orlime. Later, the leaf may turn yellowish and begin to dry up and die, but the leaves often
graminis) spring (Overcast, support the presence of the powdery mildew fungus for some time without significant injury.
cool moist weather
periods)
Red Thread Spring and fall (High | Small pinkish-red spots or patches; infected patches may turn light tan, and leaf tips or mar-
(Laetisaria temperatures and gins may be covered with fine pink to read threads.
fuciformis) humidity)
Rust Late summer and If only a small amount of infection has occurred, the rust spores will only be seen by close
(Puccinia spp.) early fall observation of the tiny, powdery pustules on the leaf blades. In severe cases, there may be
enough spores present to leave a reddish dust on mowers, pants and shoes. The turfgrass itself
may not look particularly diseased until after the infection is well developed.
*Formerly Sclerotinia homeocarpa
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